
 
 

 
           Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School May 8, 2020 
 

 

COLE MINERS’ DIG 
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 
 
Two bins are placed outside the main door for any items that need to be returned to Cole School.  One 
bin is labeled Library Books for books that need to be returned to Mrs. McGarry.  The other bin is 
labeled Classroom Materials for any items or classroom library books that need to be returned to 
classroom teachers.  Please place classroom materials in a bag labeled with the classroom teacher’s 
name so we get it back to the right place.  
 
We are currently organizing classroom clean out days for the teaching staff that will occur on the week of 
May 18th.  Once the classrooms are cleaned, we will have pick up days for student belongings on the 
week of May 26th.  Please stay tuned for very clear and step by step directions so we can return student 
belongings in a responsible and socially distant manner. 
 
Mrs. Burns dropped off two 1000 Book Club milestones this week.  Congratulations to Owen and 
Alexander for reaching the 250 book milestone.  Please keep track of the books that you are reading 
(any book counts).  Students are able to read for the 1000 Book Club right up until the last day of 
summer vacation.  Please email Mrs. Burns with any milestones so that we can celebrate our students’ 
achievements. 
 
A huge thank you to the PTO for sponsoring the Sally Ride presentation for our student body to watch 
while teachers collaborated together on Thursday.  It was such an inspiring presentation with a positive 
message of dreaming big, daring greatly, and shining brightly! 
 
We will be taking a break next week from Virtual Spirit Weeks on the Cole facebook page.  However, 
feel free to share any pictures or videos of your children’s artwork, musical talents, creative endeavors, 
or anything else that the larger community would enjoy.  We love to see what everyone is up to! 
 



 

 
Many thanks to the Norwell Education Foundation for purchasing premium licenses to Kahoot and 
Padlet for Cole School teachers.  We’re excited to continue incorporating these two premium products 
into our weekly distance learning plans. 
 
The School Committee adopted the school calendar at Monday night’s meeting.  Please click here for 
the 2020-2021 School Calendar. 
 
We will be sending out a slideshow via email to all incoming kindergarten families on May 14th in lieu of 
the yearly Kindergarten Orientation meeting for parents.  The kindergarten screening will take place in 
the fall.  We will also host a Question and Answer Zoom call for incoming kindergarten parents at 7pm 
on May 14th.  The Zoom link will be emailed to parents with the slideshow on May 14th in the morning. 
 
If there are any technology issues with borrowed iPads, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org 
for support.  
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 

Counselors’ Corner 
 
Happy Friday! We had a great first week of drop-in social groups, and all students are still welcome to 
join us at any time. Both Dr. Ciolkosz and Mrs. Walsh will be hosting these open times for each grade 
level until the end of the year. Please sign up on the following form in order to get the Zoom log-in 
information: https://forms.gle/37dLpmVGLpo1QaXj6  
 
Feel free to email anne.walsh@norwellschools.org or leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org for more 
information.  
 
Please note: There may be other students participating in small virtual groups. In accordance with state and 
federal laws, parents and students must refrain from recording any and all remote lessons. While parents/ 
guardians are permitted to observe online instruction in a non-disruptive manner, to the extent that remote 
learning opportunities provide access to confidential student information, all participants agree, by participating 
in this remote learning opportunity, to refrain from disseminating any confidential student information about other 
student participants. 
 
By participating in the remote learning opportunities, consent to this request is hereby provided. 
 
Resource of the week: Meditation Calendar! May is Mental Health Awareness Month, so the MGH Clay 
Center made this great, downloadable, daily meditation calendar the whole family can 
use. 
https://www.mghclaycenter.org/parenting-concerns/families/may-meditation-challenge/ 
 
Tip of the week: Start a social emotional learning journal- this site has templates and 
adds sheets each week for kids to fill out: 
https://www.centervention.com/social-emotional-learning-journal/ 
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Library Corner 

 
Update on Cole School Book Challenge: 
The Cole School Book Challenge is still continuing through May 15th, but I have 
amended the rules for the rest of the challenge. You may now read any chapter  
book you like (you don’t have to stick to the list) and have it count for this year’s 
challenge.  
 

A much simpler form (Book Tracker) has been added to my Library Web Page and in the library folders 
of Schoology. You can go to the tracker directly here: https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/5672. How 
we will distribute ribbons, medals, and trophies will be updated soon. 
 
Birthday Books: 
If you have already submitted a birthday book form this year, I will be catching up on those in the 
coming weeks and provide a way for students to select them virtually, from our “Birthday Book Bin.” I will 
be emailing parents with a link to accomplish that. I will then deposit the checks with the PTO and get 
the books ready, but will not be distributing them to students to check out until September. If there are 
5th grade students in the queue, I will update those families on how to handle that soon. If you wanted 
to do a birthday book this year but couldn’t because of school closing, we will do a super-duper 
catch-up in September for birthdays in March-August. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
 
 

Nurse’s Notes 
             How do I prevent Tick bites?  

Wear repellant!  
First, wear mosquito and tick repellant when you go for hikes or anywhere there is leaf 
litter. The CDC recommends a repellent that is at least 20% DEET, but no more than 50% 
DEET. Children 2 months and older can use this. If you don’t like the idea of spraying your 
child with DEET, Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus can be used. But this is not recommended for 
children under 3 years old. 

 
Secondly, you can treat shoes and clothing with Permethrin sprays. Permethrin kills ticks on 
contact. Shoes can be sprayed outside and once they are dry, it lasts for 6 weeks. This Sawyer 
brand can treat 3 complete outfits. Never apply while being worn. Let the garment dry before 
wearing. Permethrin should NEVER be applied to skin. These treatments of clothes will last for 6 
washings. 

 
As the weather warms up, don’t forget sunscreen. Sunscreen should be applied before 
repellant. Prevention is always the best course of action. Do a daily tick check. 
P.S. Thank you for all the kind words, flowers and coffee. I miss your smiles 
and look forward to seeing you as soon as possible. Give a big hug to each 
other from me, Nurse MacDougall. 
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